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UM STUDENT ACCEPTED INTO NASA ACADEMY 
MISSOULA -
Thomas Duster, a senior studying aquatic wildlife at The University of Montana- 
Missoula, has been accepted into the Astrobiology Academy at NASA’s Ames Research Center 
in Moffett Field, Calif.
Nominated and sponsored by the Montana Space Grant Consortium, Duster will spend 
the summer working alongside NASA scientists and other college students from around the 
country, researching the history of Earth’s earliest microbial systems.
A 1997 graduate of Golden High School in Golden, Colo., Duster is the son of 
Clarence and Mary Duster of Lakewood, Colo. He will graduate from UM in May.
The NASA Astrobiology Academy is a unique institute of higher learning whose goal is 
to guide future leaders of the U.S. space program by integrating them into the system through 
research assignments, seminars, lectures and team projects.
Only 12 students nationally where selected for this summer’s academy, which runs 
from June 24 through Aug. 31. Duster is the 13th Montana college student to attend the 
various NASA academies in the last nine years.
Candidates for the program face rigorous review panels and interviews. Those selected 
are then matched with an Ames researcher through mutual selection.
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The Ames Research Center, located in the heart of Silicon Valley, is the lead NASA 
center for astrobiology and study of the effects of gravity on living things. Ames plays a major 
role in understanding the origin, evolution and distribution of stars, planets and life in the 
universe. The center also conducts research in atmosphere and ecosystem science and the 
protection of the global environment.
The Montana Space Grant Consortium is part of a NASA network of universities 
working to strengthen aerospace research and education. In addition to acting as a statewide 
clearinghouse for information on NASA and other aerospace-related programs, MSGC 
provides scholarships to Montana students and funding for research and educational 
enhancement programs statewide. For more information about these services, contact the 
MSGC office at (406) 994-4223.
m
MM/cbs
Local; Golden and Lakewood, Colo., papers 
NASAstu.rl
